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AN regulor rexders of TRR NATIONAL TRIRURR
ey be enroliwd o Loval Home Waorkers free, and
g0 become wentbers of the Cetiversation Club and
eoplributors Lo i1 e several departments,

Contributors will please add to the address on
thelir envelope- “Loynl omeWorkers" or “(‘.Cn“
go facilitate the hondiing of mail,

References rrguited of new members desiring
eorrespondes (o,
Kew e tors nnd those old members of the

C. who ) ve 0ot had their pictures published in
Picture tiallery are requested to forward the
same 1o the Fittor, I is necessary thal eabinet-
glped photopre s be seat, in ordor lo insure good
Ykenesses, FPhotograph apd sketeh must accom-
pany ench other, m d ench picture must bave name
and nddress on the bnek.

The X. T. C. . Gunards is a band of the C. C,
erganized in Doston Aug. 13, 1880, for mutusl benelit
and the more praclicsl enforcement of the prin-
clples of pairviotism and progress to which the
€. C. sland picdged

- ——

C. C. SEETCHES,

S e

Berrix CALEIN,

Berile Oalkin, Persous, Kan,, is the daughbler of
s Oo. B 42d Ind. veternn. Born in 1871; has brown
hisirand gray eves. VWould like s correspondent
in every Siate in ihe Union, aud exchange postal
autographs with all

Frep A. PowELL.
Fred A. Powell, Canton, W, Ve, isason of L. F.

Fowsell 8th W. Va. He is five fesl seven inches
tall, Blagk hair aud eyes; weight, 18 pouncs ; and
f» by eecupation a cigarmaker. He is fond of
liternture, music, snd the fuir sex, and would like
to correspond with C. C, girls. He is a new-comer

smong the C, U,
— .
A MERRY CHEISTMAS,

Bappy P ze Winners for Christmas Song
and Story.

May Christuias 1892 be w gled and bappy day in
the howwelivlde of the Loyal Home Workers cne
snd alll

Mey &ll besrtus be bright and the festal boards
be spread with choleest ments sund sweets, and
sround the fumily circles may there be bright and
Lappy faves sl henris aglow with kindly thoughts
and gentie sy 1ol lies

On Christirus Uay let kindoess rule and iove {n-
spae Lo geocrous decds; and remembering one
another, thuse both far and near, may we sll je-
poat, througl the echoiug aisics of space, the old,
ewneel greeiinge:

“ Peace on earth,
Guod will towsrd mmen ! ™
THE PRIZE WINKERL

The prise offers for Chiristmas slory, song snd
penlitpent, browghl meuy communications from the
ranke of the Loyal Howme Workemn

In mwest cuses the contribuiors are Lhose who
heve grown up in the C.C_ and in whose progress,
w= Bhown io Lhelr penmanship, composition and
geneml wtyle of communiestion, the Editor greatly
rejoices, " Progress™ is ne wmisnomer when it is
qivted in the C, C, moltio,

| ms they sat there, they were silently acknowledping
| to God their sincere thanks for the pauy blesstngs-

Nor has “ Patriolism *' been forgotten,as evinced
in the Prize Slory and other communications.
*Progress sud Patrlotisom " ure vilsl and viluliziug '
truthe among the Loyal Home Workera, snd pur-
tlcuwlary v the ronks of Lhe C. C, sad their ltnes of }
defoase, the L

In offerivg prizes for Christmas contributious
petbing was sild aboul second prizes, bot the
priscipe]l cowpeting ovtumunicalions are so g bd
as lo wirrsnl sddlliong giving st Lbis Christoias

Guaris, 4

season o giad gilise. Gifis will siso be sent for |
Olis Bell H mw's lovely story of “The Cliristuns
Child,” and Acdie Harviug's Clhulstmas essay. And

may all the reciplenis be as happy in receiviug as
Tur Namiosar, Tasrse is Lo glving.
Io sumee iusiapoes Lise conitibuiores show excoel-

Jeut dnlent, but need more praciice in rheloric and |
culmpusilion. lu the conlributicns, espes |
cinlly, more care should be laken. Oue o write
poetry must resd Lhe poc.as of Lhe best wrilers,
sud 0 gel the messure aud rythm. lmperfect
Fhyimes must niways be avolded

In e New Yeur's number of TRE NATIOSAL
TRIEUSE the prize for the best delivition of * Pa-
triotisme "' will be announced. The best definitions
will be pristed,

Christmas priges are awardod as follows:

CHEISTMAE SENTIMENT,

First prize, Columbien Expositon pleture pus-
sla, M. C, McBetll, Boz 128 Corawall, N Y |

Beooud e,
G"‘Jf"'l; A, Mastin, 1005 Murion aveu ue, Louisviile,

Ky

puetic

CHRISTMAE POEMS,
Fimst prize, “"Cum; Gre nod Memorial Poems” A,
P.Gull, Caneron Milis, N. Y.
Beoond piige, Worovesier's Pocket Dictionary,
Alice Wicken, Orleanun, Neb,
CHRIETMAS BHOHT STORY.
First prize, “SEpy of the Rebelllon,”™
Bimens=con, Holmes Cliiy, Minun
Seoond prize, Worcesier's Pockel Dicilonary,
Carric M. Brown, Burg Hil_O,
CHREISTMAR LOUNG ETORY.

Cliristian

First prize, G A K. souvenir spoon, Mikired |
Rormiw Lsldw.u, Frea ek wu, U

Second poize, THE NaTios sl TRISUXE tenspoon,
Tenuic ) Armuour, =, L

MIECELLAN EOUE,

Prize Chlidres’s Swory, “Caniptire and Memoriul
Poens," Eila Bell Hotham, Piirburg, Pa.

Frize Clristuiss Esany, Addse danug, West-
wood, N. J.

PLIZES OFFERED,
Firat, second, and (hitrd pizes of books will be
eflered for the Lest deliotten of " A Frend." re.
ouived on or before Jau. 1B, by Kate B Slorwood,

Cuuton, O.
FIRST PRIZE—CHIRSITMAS BEN | IMUENT.

Xmns thonglis, perfumed by (he inceonss of |
gmiiode, guompt sympatny divine, noble, guseif |

dsh sclions, and geuetous clinroy o wi,—>5iss M,

C. BecNviil, Box 198 Cornwall. N. Y
BECOXD PRIZE—CHRIST N L6 & TIMENT.
Faith, ®orn of immseulaie iove, « adver-
ity reared Lo sneriSoe, dylaz n oo » R
symbol of the Clirist.—Geoiyria & v, 15 |

- BMorion avevue, Loulsviile, Ky.

| sonville Prison,

| the dear old motbher could have lived to bave

L Tax Namiosan Trisuse." chorused the twins, Mux
‘mud Moere, two brighit Inds of 14 vears,

M bunefit
| nken insolving the puzeles, having Lhe priviiege

e ———— —

Wororsier's J'ucketl bietionory, |

{

The Easlern Siar foll bright stands there; from

: Pt Pattia.
> [Rower: Firgetme-mt.
Ojectss [Fogresy purietiyn

FI&sT IRIZE—CHRISTMAS POEM.

In Bethlehem s King is born ; out on the plain the
shepberds sleep.
Down from (lie vaulted starry dome,
A crowding throng the angels come,
And the Brook of Kedron laughs and shouts, as 1§
dunces (o the deep.

out the West the wise men ride;
Their onmels jonrney day and night,
And 1he glowing siur before their sight.
0. Pal <tine, dunce and be joyful; how cans't thy
gladness hide?

On Calvary & cross is reared; what throne is this
for u mighty King?
The sun its benms throws out in vaing
“The vail of the temple is rent in twaln,"
0, Palestine, now weep, now weep, and thy mourn-
ing songs now sing |

They take him from the cross by night; they bury
him in a new hewn grave.
A dazziing brightness shines around,
The guards full stricken to the ground.
The Jordan rolis & hymn of praise, and sings on
Galilee ench wave.
—A. P. Goff, Cameron Mills, N. X,

FIRST PRIZE CHRISTMAS FBSAY.

There is no other anniversary se dear to the
heartis of Cliristiun peoploas Chrisimas Day, which
commemorates the birth of our dear Savior. On
this duy, more than sny other of all the yeur, are
we led to feel the great love of the * One God and
Father of ull, who is above all, and through all,
and in all,” in giving to hiserring children hisonly
begotien son, that through his life and example,
his teachings. and. above all, his sufferings and
denth, we might ail becomne regpnciled to God mnd
become heirs of the glory of His Kingdem.

God has ever been mindful to his children, but
this gifl of & Savicur was the croewning blessing.

How very appropriate it is thut on the anniver-
sary of that giad and glorious day that ushered in
the Gospel :inpelml-ion we should celebrale the
event with gifis, accompanied with messages of
love, good wishes, and kindly remembrance, We
always speak of this day as “ Merry Christmaa,"’
and certainly if we believe in Him whose birth we
eelebrale we have s right to be merry on that day.

Desr readers of THE NATrosarn TRIBUNE, accept
my congratulations thal we live ina land blessed
with & Chrisiian civilization, freedom, and progress.
1 wish you all a Merry Christmas. Loyally of the
Guards—Addie Haring, Westwood, N. J.

EECOND CHRISTMAS POEM.

Merry Christtoas ' Merry Christmans |
Now resounding through the hall,

From the low and humble collage
To the ¢astle grend and tall;

Heppy homes nre decked in glory
With the mistietoe or pine,

While a ray of untold gladness
Lights ench countenance divine,

And I know of many children,
Witl their faces wondrous fair,

With the love-light in their dear eyes
And bright ripples in their hair,

Who will clasp their hands in wonder,
Dancing 'round the room in glee,

On the blessed, percelul morning
When they view their Christmas (res.

Apd while sweel, glad bells nre ringing
Ouo this boly Christmastide,

Lift the weuk and bless the lowly,
Making bright the darker side;

Dou't forget Lbe poor and needy, 1
(Give, and cheer their lonely ways;

*““Cast 1hy bread upon Lthe water,
"Twill return €'er many daye.’

Preciows forms from us are severed,
Many, many miles apart;

Some are wilh Lthe mngels singing,
But all join with us in heart;

Grateful thoughts which swell our bosoms
Fuil expression from the pen.

Merry Curistmas ! merry Christmas !
* Pence on earth, good-will to men 1 ™

—Allie Wicken, Orieans, Neb.,

FIRST PRIZE CHRIETMAS STORY,

It was Christmas evening, 1581, Outside, the
snowflukes fell thick and fast ; but withio the four
walis of Jasper Underwood's cottuge all was warm
and bright.

The fumily, conslsling of the father, mother,
and four children, were guthered within the cosy
gitting-room, which gave more evidcace of laste
thau wenlth,

Soutiersd sbout the room were many liitle arti-
cles of bouseliold decoration, shiowing the defy
work of @ woman's hand, while upon the table lay
s flle of THE NaT105AL THRIBUNE.

It may be well to suy that the Underwonds, like
wll other persons, hnd been visited by joys aud
sorrows duriug the past year, but it was their
custon 1o look on the bright side, and 10 mnke the
very best of everything, And it will be seen that,

besiow ed upon them siuce the last Chiristoius day,
wlhien Hess the baby, und joy of the entire iouse-
hold, broke the stiduess by saying: * Papa, I was
just thinking how good God is to glve us such a
nice home and sueh preily things aronnd us™

“*Yenu dacling,” said pupn, as he stooped to Iay
his bund oo Lthe preuty, golden head, "1 was also
thinking of the muny blessings bestowed upon us
by (God during the past yesr."

“Aud 1" said Marcm, s handsome girl of 19
years, “have been thinking that one year ago
I biwd not kuown Charlie. Dear Charlie! I can
scareely imagine how I lived before I met him."
Aud ber eyes wore guzing fondly on her lovely
engagement-ring.

*“And you pever wonid have known him had it
not been for the Conversation Club; think of that,
Marein,” the mother suid.

Then Mr. Underwood spoke, musingly: ** And
oue year ago | had not learned the sad fute of wmy
brother, Audrew. You remember we never knew
soyithing definite ubont his death, but only koear
he went inlo baitie and was never heard of more.
Bult while at the National Reunion, K. T. C, C.
Gusrds, this year, 1 wmel n comrade, & fellow-pris-
oner, who shared with him the horrorsof Auder-
He told me of his berolsm, his
puiience, and his courage; of his Christian resig-
pallon sand bis trinmph o death, Oh, would thst

known the trath! "

“She knows it now," said the wife, ooﬂly. “iHe
doeth all things welll'™

“And my inlormant, the aged weteran.” eon-
Ltinued Lhe fatber, “ secwed Lo be grestly breken in
licnith and very indigent in circumstances. Can
we nol send him some loken, some kindly remem-
branes 1o brighten his lonely hours ?™

“Yeu, veu! Send him s year's subscription to

A Lmely suggestion,” sald the father. "1 will
RCL LpOn | Sl I
“Now, my dear boys," sald the fond mother,

| “ean you relute any biessings you have recelved?' |

" Yoo, mnmma,” spoke vut Max, joyfully., *The |
werkiy vizlis of ToE NaTiosaL Trisuse to our |
home huve been o brother Mare sod | & lasting
You koow bow much inlerest we have

of good books 1o read st a very small outlay

| through the C C, Cieuinting Library, ns well as

the facd of knowledge obtained from the mass of
Jetiors of the O C, column.”

P indeed gind Lo know that ¥ su can apprecisie
these yolden opporiunities,” salc slrs, Underwood;
“and while you have beon benefiled in this way, i
Lave siso. ] have bad the plessure of my boys'
company st Lhe family fireside while other moth-
e’ suns have been oul upon e slreet, their moth-
ers know not where,”

“ And, o, mmxinma,” laterrupled Marcla, ** what
more could we ask #"

“And, too, the niee thiugs munmma prepares from

| the Hvusehold recipes should be mentioned,” said
hearnty, growiog Mare, who, we are reluciaut to

| condess, hind = very vorscivus nppetite. *If it
waen't for Lhe Household, wouldu't we be in the
soup?

|
|

My dear boy " suld Mrs. Underwood, " youare
using slung, Does not the C. Q. interdict that *™
“Yes, mumms blustingly stammered Mare ;
“hut, vhen, you know e boys all use it and 1—]
forgo ™
“Auvother poind In favor of the C. C, Is that we
are thrown inlo suoch reflued soclety," sald the
father Then turnlug to little Dess, whao, with her
| guiden head goliowed on his breast sud with droop-
tong eyelids, was preparing o siert on & journey Lo
| dresn land, ssid: Y Can our little one thilnk of Rny
bivssiugs we have received?™
The long friuged lids were lifled. Bess was wide
ATWLKT IOWw,
“1ihiuk, paps,” she sald, with an «ir of grent
winsd “the preity thin Sister Marcia has
jesrued Lo ke from the Household o decorate
oul rootss, tuskes ours Lthe very beautifulest bowe
i lown."”
j Ihen, haviug gives herlesiimony, the Lired Lead

recilned bnek tulo s forwer resting-plaee, Lhe blue
eyes vore ngaln valled by the heavy lds, and Bess
was sleepiug the trustful, sbaudoned sleep of child-
bood.

CWell " cantinued Mr., Underwood, **{t seems,
from w'l the evidenee sdvanced, thal we Lave de-
&4 Wi our Lepefits from the grand O, C.

by

T oon, link of iis power for good throughout
the lengih sud bresdih of this great coustry of
ours, Asd the work is enly in s infavey. 1 be-

eve Hhe tuture binlds yel grealer possibilities for

it, A resds o much bass been doue to aid the

! meedy velesan und bis fawily, to cousole Lhe
| beresved, sod 1o comfort the afflicted.

| donr ehildren, wll, let it be Tour earnest

“*Naow, 119
I dlewyor to de mwore o the future o ald the prog-
T odvaucement of tlils noble Ciub. Letnot
waver, and that o'sr apother Christ-

' a1
Vsl s uilion

may Day approaches we oan fell of still greater
things accomplished.”
. “Then three times thres
Forthe C. C.)" 1 .
shouted the irrepressible Marc.—Mildred Norms
Baldwin, Fredericktown, O, _
BECOND PEIZE CHRISTMAS STORY.

It was the day before Christmas, The sun rose
in & dense fog, as if sullen Decause through se
many centuries it, ol all things, should beso eal}nl[v_
negleoted in the preparation for the coming hol
days. Now and then a waft of Wind shook the
tiny drops from the buffalo grass, and stirring fret-
fully the skeleions of the Aulumn’s golden
shook their soft down on the damp earth.

Half hid in the dark mist stood a little log house,
sodded up, and set solitary in the vast plain.

Presently a squaw came to the door and

{ ont anxivusly through the gathering clouds.

*Jt's goin' ¥’ blizzard,” shesaid, * fur it alius doss
this moon.”

“ Do you's father 'll get home before it com-
mences? " u&no.;Lnnu. anxiously.

** He won't be apt to start out while it looka like
this,” replied her wother, complacently.

The Agency, where the Indians and squaw-man
went onos a month toget their provisious from the
Government, was 25 miles away. When Lanel's
father started out the previous morning, she had
reminded him that Cliristmas was ouly two days
away, aud then, with that yearning for the ways of
civilization that has ever been the portion of the
child born with white blood coursing with and in-
fluencing the weaker savage, she had asked him
what Christmas was for, and what they did where
be lived when a boy.

For &« moment the man's face graw sad as he
thought of the time when he Liad been innocent
and haq:ry 100, before the wickedness of hia ways
had mude him &n exile from his race. But he grew
tender agnin ms he gazed at Lanet. She was the
one thing in touch with his hieart in hissavage life.

“Never mind, No1,” he haudsaid, "' 1 haven'tlime
to tell you now: only, we gave presenis, and T'll
bring yon one when I come back."”

8o the days passed, and now, when it was time for
him to return, Lanet thought more and more of
the day when all the world is giving and receiving,
Whileshe and her iother sat down to their simple
mesl, oul on the wild prairies, her (houghts were
far away with the Wonderful Child, wondering
what it all meant,

Without the fog drew denser; there was a dead
calm, then suddenly a swish, & terrible roaring
from the mortl, n blinding cloud of snow, and it
scemed ns if all the elements had lot looss and
were learing and rending each other in their fury.
Boreas and the Storm King wrestled until the
world grew dark, while electricity flushed slyly
and silently through it all.

All unight the storm raged, but when mom'ing
came it ceared, Sachachnange! Huge drifis an
fields of cold, white snow where the horned buffalo
grass and the short mesquite had nodded to the
whispering breeze. Tlie sun was shining cold aud
high in the east, ns if proue Lo keep aloof from such
& cheeriess scene.

With & sad heart Lanet took the milking pail and
mnde her way through the snow te the barn.
What had been her father's fate, were he oul in
the aw/ful storm, she dared nol consider.

Turning s corner she heard a faint neigh, and
there, with great bails of fce on their faces, stood
the patient, haif-frozen horses her fulher had
driven, A greal faintness came over her when she
saw that he was not with tham.

** Father, O, father !*' she cried, 'ildlz.
up a great drift to get a better view, he
upon semethiug below,

Herfather! with the wind blowing the loose seat!
around his rigid face and jce frozen in his matted
bnir.

**Dearest father, you can't be dead,’” she sobbed,
clasping her arms sbout him and kissing the icy
forehead,

Distracted by her great grief, she heeded not that
the wind Lad blown the loose shawl from her
shouiders, felt not the chill of the ficrce wind. He
was all she had, all she had éver known, and now
hie was dead, and she laid her warm check against
his cold one nnd prayed to go wherever she might
find him again. s

Clasped in his Land was the present he had
promised her, a beautiful Bible.

She opened it where the leaves wers parted by
the sliff fingers. " They shall not hunger nor
thirst, for He that hath mercy on them shall lead
them ; even by the springs of water suall He guide
them.”

She sobbed as she finished the words of promise
and clasped the book again in her hand.

** For He that hath merey upon them, shall lead
them.! Then lead me to him,” and ber dark bair
mingled with her sire's ligliter locks, to be tossed
together for many s day.

Far neross the prairies the bells might peal joy-
ously of life and good cheer. of prace on earth
and n mwerry Christmas-tide, bul it matiered not to
Lanet. With her Christinas present clasped io ber
hand, * He that hath mercy' upon us all hadied
her to her father, and to enjoy forever Lthe presence
of that One great Gifi te all maukind.—Tenule
Wier, Armour, 8, D,

FIRST-PRIZE BHORT BTORY.

It was Chris'mas, 1776. Our country did not
know peace and prosperity then, It was Llie scene
of a terrible, bloody, ruthless war. Discoumnmyge-
ment and disaffection reigned everywhere. Gen.
Washinglon alone slood undaunted. It was ut
such times, when others gave up in despair, that
his real greatness was seen, He resolved Lo cross
thie Delaware on Christmas Day and sitack the
enemy at Trenton beflcre daylight the next morn-
ing. The troops began Lo cross Lhe river at sunset,
It was & durk, cold, tempestuous night, and the
passage wus dungerous nnd difficult. Four o'elock
in the morning they began to march. 4

The storm had increased by this time. Snow
and hail blew in the fuces of the soldlers, They
were insufficienly clotlied ; their shoes old and
worn ; their feetsore and bleeding. The men soon
discovered that the fuses of the L_st muskels were
wet, and could not be disclhinrgsd. Washingion
Lold thiem Lo "' use the bayonet aud pencirate into
the town.” Tresten was laken, and the news of
ithe vicltory lnspired the Americans with new
Courage.

The capiare of Trenlon was the beginning of
Amertea’s greatness, Ouar country s mighty and
prosperous, and we owe itall o Washington and his
bravesoldiers. They gave usa priceless Christinas
presenl—Liberty.—Christiau  Sunenson, olmes
City, Minn.

BRECOND PRIZFE BHORT BTORY.

It was the duy before Christmae, and as & tired,
sad-lovking womau walked pust the gay shop
windows, one could plainly see by her fuce that
her heart was far from being in keeping with thiem,

As shie gnezed upon the happy, childish fuces

==ing to and fro, a visien of her own fawily arose

fore ber,

To-morrow wonld be Christows, and while
olhiers would be feasting, her children wonld be
auffering for bread ; toil as she might from dawn
till dark, she conld not keep tihe wolfl from the
door. She could reeall huppier Christmas Eves,
There hnd been a time when she had & plessant
home and a kiond, loving husband, but deasth
stepped in one day and took him, and thus she
found hergelf a penniless widow with four small
children 1o support, the oldest boy a eripple.

Her husband had been one of the brive hoys
who gave Lhe best parl of his lile for his country's
defense. And es she climbed the ricketly stairson
this bleak December day, she could pot but think
how lightly the country’s defenders wers re-
warded.

At the sound of her step on the Innding the door
flew open, and several childish waices eried, " 0,
mamwmu, do hurry and see what we've got! While
you were gone some lovely Indies came here nnd
left thisbaske!, They snid we were to tell you'it
wns becauss our papa wore the biue long yonrs ngo.
Just see Lthe good thinga!"'

It seemed that there was no end to that basket.
There were ples, cakes, and B nice fat turkey;
warm miltens, shoes, ete.; it seemed that there
was nolhing lacking.

As soon as the wother conid recover from her
aslonishment she cried, as Lhe tears of thaniful-
ness coursed down her clhieeks: “God bless the
Woman's Reliefl Corps, for this is some of their
work."—Carrie M, Brown, Borg Hili, O.

PRIZE CHILDEER'S STORY.

It was a pretty piciure that gladdened Miles
Bouvier's eyes that Winler evening—a plolure
thint greeted Liim st the close of every day, yel one
thiut e never Lired ol—his wife and children in the
littie nleove at the end of the big old-fashiored
Linll, There a red fire lenped i the wide-mpouihed
fireplace, essting » rosy light over them, and in
walching them Miles forgot to read his newspaper.
Sometimes he joined ln their tnlks; ofltener he sat
nud listened with a keon enjoywent that is only
born of love.

Fits wus the children's hour—the lLour most
deurly prized of all the 24, This was the time
when cherished plans were unfolded, cbiidish
wrongs confessed, und alPFtheir wants poured fnto
mother's ear.

Mother sat to her low rocking-chair, her children
all nbout ber; Bert with his hand on the buck of
her chair: Hob and Tom lay st her feet, lovingly
clasped in each other's urms; Fred sal embracing
his kuees affectionntely ; Boss, aged thres, was on
her iap, while little Christopher knelt beside her,
s wem resting on her koee, und a far-off look in
his eyes. Why he was nlways meationed last none
could say, for he came next to Bert. He was a [air,
frail child, and bardly ever jolued his brothers in
their rougher sports, but ciung to his mother's
side ' like & girl,” the twins said. They were fulr,
ton, but with s rugged fuirness. He was u Christ-
mus ohild, and had been named for the good
5t. Christoplier; and the story he liked best to
Lear was the legend of S1, Cliristopher nnd the
Clirist-child, He was o drommy child, with *un-
chilldhke notious, one sure to grow up a dreamer,”
people snid,

‘This evening they were telling what they wished
for Christinas—cnps with feathers in them, drums
and swords, and wll Things that delightihe bearts
of small aud war-like boys; and Bess wauled
“Sguta to briug her a dolly " wif b'ue eyes an'
w'ite turls,"

“And whal does my Christimas boy wish, Lhat Le
is thinking =0 deepiy about it? " mamma nsked,
layving her hand on his head.

Little Christophier blushed and raised his blue
eyes shyly,

“Ju jan"t wrong, Is it, mamma?"’ he whispered,

‘but just now I was wishing that T could sce the
Chlirist=ohild that St, Christoper carried across the

bridgeless river.”

The boys forgot to laugh, and in the silence
wnma beat over him,

“Ay Loy may see him in his thoughts," she
wweetly said. " Bul we must notgrow too dreamy,
wmy dear. And now, my birds, it's quite Lime you
were in your uests, I think."

But aiter they were in bed she loocked anxious,

* Clirisiopher dreams too much,” she told ler
busbund, “1grow afrald sometimes.’

“We will have & poet or a philosopher on our
hands some day,"” he replisd, " Bul don't worry,
Killy. He'll outgrow his dreaminess and beeome
maore like the othiers alter awhile.”

Christuins Eve came,@nd the children Lhiad al-
most forgotten Christogher's wish, Indeed, they
had sald jittie about it.

* He's a dear old chap, if he is queer," said Bert,

“ He'll never make a soldier, though," sald Tom,
lﬂmi’.

Climbin
r eyes feﬁ

And Bob eshoed :

“Never!” fbe T

“Yeoudon't know wWQMt 1t." anawered
Bert. “A blusterer t imke a soldier.”

“ Who's squelched ! abirped Fredy and In

troth the twins did look downcast at Beri's re-
mark. -

So Chrislmas Eve eame, and found them fall of
blissful anticipations bat the morrow was to
bring. The children: L] H"Inl! were havinga
“high time,” a8 Fred said, Papa and mamms,
entertainipg some frle:thqnpiled as their children’s
gleeful shouts reached théhty,  But all nt once these
were changed to shricks of fright, and someone
screamed that dread word—''Fire!"

It took but & moment 10 reach them, but s glance
to tell that something'dfésdful had happened.

“Oh, memma! our Bess and Christophier,”” sobbed

Fred, * They're burdedalFup.”
There was no time. for ‘@xplanation then. The
two childreh were carriet] 88 their rooms and the

doctor summoned. Bedw wig not seriously burned,
but when he ocame to ?lzrls:ophe: he shook his
1% e

* Poor littie hero," he i,

For by this tJme the whole gtory had been told.
Little Bess, in her effori®to see whether Old Kris
weare gcoming down the chimney, had gone too
near the fire, and in & moment her dress waa
ablaze; and Christopher, forgetting self, had (ried
:_olsaother out the flames. lle had been suoccess-

ul, but——

“We can do nothing but try to esse his pain,” the
doetor aaid, gravely.

They went sbout silenily. Ones only did ocon-
sciousuess return. He looked up into his mother's
eyes, and something like a smile banished all
traces of pain from his face.

“Mamma,” wins all he said, as he tried to put
one poor burned hand in hery

When morning oame rll suffering was over. As
his mother closed the dear biue eves that were
to open no more on earth, the bells of the big
church around the corner rang oul a joyous peal,
and the sound brought tears 1o her eyes,

It was Christmmas morning, but her Christmas
ohild was slesping.—Olla-Bell H, Holtham, 138
Pearl St., Pittsburg, Pa,

——

BOYXS' PRIZE LUNCHES,

C. 0. Recruits Describe Thelr Favorite
School Fare.

For the best nccount of & boy's lunch, written by
himself, penmauship, composition and general
style considered, prizees linve been awarded as
enumerated below. The leiters of the compelitors
are given just as they were wrilten,

FIRST PRIZE LUNCH.

A C. C. badge has been awarded the boy who
wrote the following necount:

BELO1T, KAN., Nov. 16, 1892,

DEar EpiTor: My faverite lunch consista of
bread and bulter with j=lly; & picce of beefl or
chicken, with celery; n plece of cake, and u big
red apple or orange: nicely put up in a basket,

1 am vine yenrs old, nnd go to school at Beloit,
two miles away from home. I sam inthe 4 B class,
—Willie F. Hicks, Beloit, Kan,, P. O, Box 537,

BECOND PRIZFE LUKCH.

The second prize, " Our Nation's War Songs,”
has been awarded for the foliowing :

VisceEsxses, Ixp., Nov. 8, 1802, |

After seeing your reqnest in THE NATIONAL
TEBusE for & couniry boy’s lunch, I thought T
would wrile. Iam alittle boy, living in the country
four miles from Vincennes. 1 will be 11 years old
next March. I go te scuool io the country, and !
tnke my lunch. My favorite lunch is light bread;
fresh meat, lean ; fried eggs, bulter, sweet potalo,
and a plece of apple pie. I take it in asmall bucket

to schaol.
Yours, truly, Oscar McoCormMICK,
Vincennes, ind,
THIRD PRIZE LUNCH. ;

The third prize, * Grand Army Song Book," is’

awarded the following ;. °
: SHARON SPRINGS, Naov. 6, 1892

Dear Sir: 1 saw in your paper avme prizes given
for the best lunch sent 1o your office, 1 ama country
boy ; I am 10 yenrs old.” My lunch is as follows:
One ham sandwich, two hard-boiled eggs, two
pickles, smaull glass of jelly, apple pie, two dongh-
nuts, Hoping to Lear from you soou, I remain
yours, truly, ~ CHARLEs B, Mppexess,

Sharon Springs, Sclhiobarie County, N, Y.
" BOUXD 10 wix,

Here is & boy who in buusd to win a prize one of |
these days. He bas get the pluck, and composes
well. He must learu o ase commas and periods
and use pen and ink ivkiend of lead pencil when he

boy with his traps, as well gs with his letiers.
Mr. Emiror: Isaw dn THE NATIONAL THIBUSE

e e

k.

writes a letter. The mjil.ur'_.'w-auld like to help this |

your wish to know the best Juuch for w country
boy. I shall have to tsllayou what 1 have to do
first. Igo one mile to my Lraps every moruing,
nmilik one cow, go to #chaol one mile and three-
fourths. Now, when I iell yon what | eat donu’t
think Iam a giatton, "What ] like best is four slices
of bread and bulter, s good 8iice of venison, pickile,
halfl section of mines zﬂu_ two fried cukes, piece of
Jeliy enke, Liiree spples, piece of aheese, gooseberry
Jnm. Llive in northern Mighigun, am 12 yenrs old,
my name js—
Lurmie Roor, Clare; Clare County, Mich,

LUNCH LETTEES WORTH MENTION,

Rio, Wis,, Nov. 6, 1892,
Iam a country buy, nine vears old, My school
lunch consisis of good rye bread and butter, &
boiled egg, and somelimés frult.
- Su s e PERCIE STEVENS,
e
HmLL Crry, KAx., Nov. 10, 1892,
DEAR SIr: T am & little boy, 10 yenrs oid, ¥
h_ercm give you a description of my country schogl
dinner. I have brond and sorchum molasses, wud
some fat pork, and once ln n while I bave a piece
of wild-grape pis; snd that is xil,
I remalin, as ever, yours truly,
Bert ELLSWORTH.

SmicksBURG. Pa., Oct, 31, 1892,
Eprtor Tovar. Home Wongrens DEPARTMIST,
NATIONAL TRIBUNE: My fuvorite lunch s iwo or
three sandwiches with cold swusage and w pices
of custard ple; bresd spread with spple jelly, und
a piecce of cold chickeun. A J. KIEKPATRICK,

HAY Crerk, Misx., Nov, 21, 1802,
Dear S1e: I read your paper, THE NATIONAL
Trisvse, und yon snid you wonld like to know
what a country boy likea Tor his =elicol-lnuel, I
lhike for my lunch grape jelly, bresd wod botler,
siice of jelly, and a piece of nles roast chiicizen.
Yours, truly, Lann Hexxiscs,

FROM A COUNTRY BOY.

Bear Crrex, Wis,, Nov. 7, 1892,

My favorite luncl is nice brend sod fre<h buiter,
and n nice piece of beefstenk, and a nice botlod egg
with a littie sait; and in Summer I like a nice cup
of sirawberries with cream and sugar, and & nice
rosy-cheeked apple, It is put o & tin pail for my
school-lunch, I am 11 years old,

Jasmrs Besaw,

EpiToR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: When my mother
gives me n lunch for schioo), this is what she some-
Limes gives mre: A pirees of two kinds of bread—
grabnm wnd wheat—both spread with bhuiter; s
nmall piece of cold balled beef, n piece of cikenra
couple of cookies, whichever ma hus buked; then
she puls some savee in o smsil cup, und then she
will put it ull ina lttle tin pail or a litle hasket,
and cover it all over with a nupkin, and then I zo
off to school. When it comes noon 1 eat my lunch,
My nge is 11 yours; my name is Edward Mason,
Leland, Mich,

CONVERSATION CLUB.
OUR ROLL CALL,

[The lotters v.8. mean veteran’s son, v.d. veter-
an's danghter and v.w. veteran's widow: members
of nsrocintions will be warked S V. and D.V.]

Nellie M. Lincoln, v.d., Grace E. Linocoln, v.d.,
West Rutland, Vi F. H. ILoug, v.s, Spencerburg,
Mo; Birten M. Gralmullar, v.o,, New Washington,
0,; Sadie 1. Admmnx, v.d,, FKihel M, Davis, v.d,,
Mary F. Tracy, Ayersville, O; Anun Van Wie,
Bozx 872, Cunajobarie, N. Y.; Irvin Stull, v.s., Clure-
mont, Va.; Anna Delvin, v.d., Fredonin, N, Y.-
Mrs, J. A. Putnum, Fredooin, N.Y.; Netlie Bright-
man, Granger, Minu.: Ethel Parsons, v.d., Eils-
worth, Me; Berthis Xilden, v.d,, Box 92, North
Lovp, Neb; Mr. and Mra. A, Loveland, Hebron,
N. Y.; Minuie M. lurto, Belsena Mills, Pa.; Grace
V. Beck, Svivis, Pa.; G. W. Kendrick, v, Co. D,
10th M, L. M., Albauy Ore,; Geo. Herrick, 8. of V.
Pilaten, Pa. Toinl, 13,808,

TRIBUNE EXCHANGE—-WANTED.,

[Tor NaTioval Tripuse Exchange will be de-
voled solely to the exchange of souvenirs, Any-
thing pertsiniog to business must be sent to the
ndverusing (lupurl.moul..r_, y

To exchange: Lettora; references exclinnged,.—
Belle Bowwnn, Carbondale, Tll. Letters; refer-
ences exchanged.—J, Bernotte H, Woodwurd, Mil=
ton, Iown, Prize for prettiest eurio.—Mrs, Nora
M, MeNeil, Bridgeton, t‘g_ “Friendship ribbon on
Seripture cird for autopraph-quilt bloek,—3irs, L,
A. Scoville, Prize for the pretiiest postal e (riend-
ship ribbon, Carrie B, Mausfieid, Saugus, Muass,
Photograph of the * James ovs ' for best letter or
sutograph.—C. K, Milly, Orslck, Mo. Photogruph
for pretvest nutograph, =T, 8. Adams, Big Plain,
0. Letterswith ©, Oy Take County, California,
—L. Virgll Hatch, Box 18, Dienndor, Cal, Photo-
graph for best autograph,—Minta Lary, Mingo, O.
Curios and postals, —Mora M. Burlison, New Cen-
terville, Wis, A

Wanted : (O s 1o wrile Ionise Riffart, Tidicute,
Pa., who is jll,—Loui '3, Stockton, 1401 Chiristian
street, Phiindelphin, Pa.” Bivmett Woods, Orrick,
Mo, A peany for C. C,'walgh —>udie Rosa, Moni-
teau, Pa. A postal from cyery C. U, stating their
position regarding wonisn's suffenge; also, ex-
change autographs apd sthmp pbologrephs—W,
F. Volz, Conunander, “Kajsns Guards, Reading,
Kan, €. C, 1o kouow d},’ut oy nddress is Olive Lo
Young, Rumellon, Ind,”" "

Postul sutlograplis: Bertha Schupp, Hinwaths,
Kan, Jesse M. Cave, Box 607, Fredouia, N. Y, Ida
Gilbert, Angoisx, Kan, James= A. Van Duyn, Bun-
accord, Knn., Kl Perry, Ellsudrle, N. 1), Klat-
tie E. Young, Hailrond, Pa. Florence V. Beok,
Sylvis, Pa. Ewvn V. Seul, Drukestown, N. J. Wm,
T. Brown, Central City, Kv,; also, letiors, Gertle
B. Titus, South Straffurd, Vi also, leliers,

Prizes awarded : Frapk MeNell, Columbus, O,
to Edella G. Parsous, for best autogeaph and stamp
photograrh, Kate E, Huud, Everest, Kan,, to
Agnes Ashiville, for best leiter. J. Ross Brown teo
Leonora A. Rivers, Hrimol, VL., for prettiest aulo-
graph, and Agnes Ashiviile, Delaware, O., for most
comic. Willis 8. Hudge, New-Centerviile, Wis,, te
Aunie L. Willinms for prettiest autograph,

Have you done your :{ufy in gelling onemore
subscriber for THI; NATIONAL TRIBUNE?
You should do this, for it is the best way to help

your comrades,
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THE EMPEROR'S
CHRISTMAS,

- —

| How the Princes of the Royal Family

will Spend the Holidays.

Was Santa Clans Born in Germany?--The
Emperor Training His Children—His Plays
as a Boy—The Little Crown Prince—Dally
Life of One. of a Great Family.

—_— -

8pecial Correspondence Tae NaTiosan TRinUuwm,

BErLIN, GERMAXY, Dec. 17, 1892,
WANT tosend a Christ-
mas letter from PBerlin
1o the little baoys and
rirls of THE NaTIONAL
Triruvse., There are
no people in the worid
who think mere eof
Christmss than the
(Germans, and the stores
of this grest city of
Berlin are filled with
toys and games, and everyone in the city
senms to be buying Christmas presents. I fiad
that Sants Ciluus has traveled through this
country every year during the past, just as he
travels through America. When I read some
¢Bthe fairy stories that have been written by
Germansg, 1 wonder if he was not born here.
Grimm's Fairy Tales were written by two
brothers, who were Germaus, and the stories of
the Sleeping Beauty, who was waked by the
Prince; of the Six Swans which the old witch
made of the King's sons, a:d of the Shoes,
which were danced to pieces, were first writton
for German cirildren,

flans Christian Andersen, though he was &
Daue and lived not far from here, wrote largely
for the Germans, and his books wers published
in Germsn befoere they were printed in Eong-
lish. It wus he who gave us the story of the
Little Tin Soldier, of the Ugly Duckling, aud the
Princess on the Pea, Some of the best atories
for tha childron of toduy are writien by Lhe
Giermans, and on Christmas, the day when 1
hope you will read tiis letier, every litile boy
and girl in Uermnny will bo stanfiing arcond a
Christmas teee, and the moest of them will be
ginging Christmas songs. Even the poorest of
the prople have Christuias trees hare, If they
have not evongh money to buy large oues, they
will put up asmall brauch for Sunts Claus to
hang his toys upon.

Iven the Emperor will eelebrate Christmas,
and I beard something to-duy about the beaun-
tiful Christmastrees which he has every year
in his big paluve, These trees are fastened
upon a table, and they are just covered with
candles, snd among their branches hang can-
dies and dolls and toys. Last Christmas the lit-
tle Crown Prince, who wiil be raler of the whole
Georman nationsomeday. got asword and hoebby-
horse tor his Christmas present, and his brother
received s suit-of military clothes, and strutted
around with a sword at his side, The other
two echildren and the little baby received
numbers of presents, and in the picture which
I give of the scene about the tree, you will
note the Emperor taking down a born from
the branches to give it to the baby.

This Emperor, who thus is holding his little
baby in hLis arms jost as your papa holds you, is
ona of the grentest men in the world, He has a
gront conntry under him which contains many,
mausy wmillions of people, and if he opens his
mouth and gives the order a million of soldiers
would rise up and go to war for him., With
one word he could plunge Europe in seas of
blood, bnt he is too good a man and too great
a man to do this, and he loves his ehildren just
as much as your papa loves you, snd I donbt
not the same lips which have commanded this
vust army were put to the end of that horn im
the picture and & tune was played by him for
his little buby.

Thers are many curioua things about this
royal family of Germany. The Emperor, you
know, is still a young man, and his wife isa
beautiful lady. They have hundreds of ser-
vants, bnt they like to#- "¢ care of their babies
thewselves, aud they give their personal atten-
tion to them and their education. It isa rule
in the family that all of the boys must learn &
trade, and when 1 was in the Pulace of Babsla-
burg the other day I saw some chuairs which
the Emperor’s father had made.

The Emperor himself liked to play very
much when he was a boy, and he was fond of
cricket, and he liked to play at pretending
thut he was &n Indian, and be and his compan-
jons nad a little Boffalo Bill show of their own,
He was fond of hide-and-seek, and he early
learned to sail a boat, He has now a big ship
or yacht of bis own, und he is foud of hunting
and of games, He works very hard, and the
study that he did, when he was & boy, made
him a great man as an Emperor,

His children have to work just ss hard as
though their father was not the Emperor,
They bave no more candy or sweets to oat than
you have, and their lives are, I venture, not
mueh happier than yours, The Empsror makes
his boys act like little soldiera. They get out
of bed a5 soon as the sun rises, and the moment
their eyes open he expects them to get up.
They have to go to bed at 7 o'clock every even-
ing, and they bave n military tutor who reads
prayers to them every morning in their own
bed-roow, and their hours of work, study and
play are regular.

The little Crown Prince is a born soldier.
He has & Jot of tin solliera dressed np like the
different armies of Enrope, and he plays hattlea
of nutions in the nursery. Daring the last
year or 80 he has been made an officer in the
Prussian urmy, and ho rides with his papa out
to seo the troops, and when he meets the Em-

aror hesalutes him in troe military style. The
Jmperor is very particular that he should de
this, and he makes him sct just like a soldier
while he is in uniform.

The Crewn Prince is full of fun, but he isn

dignified little fallow, and he knows that he
will be the Emperor of Germany some day if
he lives. He has been told by his father that
there must pever be any difference between
him and his brothers, and his father does not
make any distinction,

All of the children of the Emperor are boys,
and they are all very fond of their papa. They
est their breakfast with bhim, and when they
come into the rocm they salute him in military
fashion, and he taiks with them and their
mother, and no one eise, during breakfast. He
is very carelul as to what they eat, and though
buoshels upon bushels of presents are sent to
them every Christmaa, be allows them to have
only a few of them, for be does not believe in
letting them be spoiled in this way.

They are tanght to esnsider themselves ne
better than other children, and both their
father and their mother, the Emperor and the
Empress, tell them again and again that their
only hope of lrading Lappy lives is in being
good boys, and that if they are wicked their
econdition ean do nothing to make them happy.
They are tanght to try to make other people
happy, and they will send out many Christmas
presents to the poor people of Barlin this year,
uand at the Imperial Palace the Christmas tres
will be s0 arranged that & number of boys and
girls of the ecity who wish to ecail can see it,

Fraxx G. CARFENTER,

GEN. PHILIP H. SHERIDAN.

BY 8. F.T.

“Littie Pull,” & flash and flame were his rides,

A stush aud smash of flerce contending tides,

A rush and roar, as with a mighty strain

He floods ths fleld and flushes all the plain

With stroug and stalwart troopas, Leld well in

hand,

He strikes to save our country’s flag and land,
And sealiers foes as chaff before the biast,

'"Till war-clouds spent their fires in peace to last.

Confedernie armed hosts, io wrathful might,

Coutested Liell’s gloom "gainat the heaven's light

And failed; but now by them "tis unders ood

The fsilare was by far their greatest good,

The war a bleasing, by the world discarned,

To esch nud all the parties ¢'er concerned.

———

His Tumultnons Bosom.
| Detroit Free Press |

He had loved her long and tenderly.

And she—well, she leaned over his way per-
centibly, but she never mentioned the fact.

He had a sneaking mnotion she did, but he
wasn't sure enough to put it to the test, so he
had postponed the erucial moment.

However, a man can’t diliy-dally always.

One ressom being tbat & man nowadays
doesn't live alwaya,

Another being that a girl won't have it be-
cause men are not so scarce a8 matrimonial
alarmists try to make out.

Be that as it may, he had, after many doubts
and fears, concluded to spring the pop on the
young woman, and at their next trysting he
sprung it.

* Dearest,” he said, in the tender light of the
turned-down gas, * will you marry me?”

* ] cannot,” she said briefly.

His heart beat fast a moment, and then
stopped soddenly, and as suddenly spurted
again.,

It was, indeed, the crucial moment.

His lips quivered,

“And why can’t you?” he murmaured, O, so
pleadingly.

Her face shone with the ineffable light of
the angels, '

* Because, dear,” she murmured softly, "I
am neither a winister of the gospel nor & Justice
of the Peace.”

And he clasped her to his tumultunons bosom.

Correupuude;co Solicited.

Misa Lilla Murphy, Montzomery, Ind,, de-
sirves te correspond with a gentleman of means,
with & view to matrimony, She is 32 years of
age, and prefers a soldier, or a soldier's son,
between the age of 25 and 45. He wust be re-
ligiously inclined, and have good references.

A Queer Custom.
| London News.)

A mediseval custom prevsils in Frelberg, in
Breisgan. This is obsarved on the birthday of
the reigning Grand Duke of Baden, and con-
gists of a foolliardy trip to the fopmost part of
the tower of the minster. It is & dangerous
enterprige, for the tower is 400 feet high, aund
the ascent is mnde from the exterior oi the
bnilding. The steeple jacks in their asceunt
have to leap [roin stone to stone, often a yard
apart, and one fuise step on the narrow legdes
would be dexth. At the topmost pinnacle pis-
tol-shots announee that the elimbers huve ape-
ceeded. Then an immense gilded stur revolves
and the doscent is begun. Each man recsives
as a roward the sum of five marks from the
Btate and asumptuons dinper. The other day,
on the occasion of the 66th birthday of the
Girand Duke of Baden, three men unidertook
the ascent. One of them on arriving at n pro-
jeeting bar of iron ball way ap went through
an acrobatie performance. This was before an
immense erowd of ustonished spoctatora. He
twiated and twirled sbout as if he were but
within a few feet of the earth,

R — —

1,000,000 Tired-Out People

are thinking to-day thut all they need to make
them feel well is **a little rest.”” It is true that the
resl cure is often the best cure, bu! it is also true
that n great many peopls cnnnot sfford to rest in-
definitely. Warse still, the very knowledge that
they enunot nfierd it seriously interiercs with the
best use of the rest they have. Too ofien goiug Lo
the doctor meuns that the patieat shall stup short,
while aiures, duties and expouses keep right on. I
is highly desirnble, then, that fome treatment he
found forthis numerous eluss—something that will
neithor interfers with their business or pieasure,
In this respect nothing in the world ean coupare
with Dra. Starkey & Pulen’s Componnd Osygen,
For more than twenty yvears this well-known sgent
has made multitudes of ruo-down, over-work =d,
nervous aind sick people as good a« new, wod hat
right at their own homes and oceupations. From
the 80,000 cases which they bave corciul ¥ reco: ded
they oau give von lncontestible proof, douliivas in

our own neighborhood. T in neced of Letter
Elallh write them. That i better than " minbow
ohasing’ sfier reat whieh never comes  lia,
STALKBY & PaLeN, 1520 Areh 81, Phindcelphing or
Ohieago, San Fraucisco, New Yourk, uud Teroule,
Ont. $

OUR CORRESPONDENTS.

Repiies 19 Questions on & Farioty of Interonting
Sabjscta,

[To Mrrespondents. —Write T:mt!om on A sepe
arat e shest of paper, give full namw and address,
and mark it " Correspoudents’ Column.” Noalten~
tion will be paid to communieations that are not
sccompanied with full name and address of writor,
Our resders are requested to inclose & stamp for
reply to their inqmiries. Postal eards will be
replied to by mall ondy, Replies by mall will ordi«
narily be made within a week, sl If in thiscol.
umn within three wesks. 1

8. H H, Harrisburg, Pa—1. A soldier's claim
pending under the late law (June 27, 1890, and he in
the meantime having died, when pension is grant-
ed ean the widow receive the check and bhave 1
castied in bank the same as legal cluinant couid
have done had he been alive, secording to existing
laws? 2 Which is preferable to the widow, to
make application immediately after the death of
the soidier claimant, or deiny It until ber decoased
busband's pension is allowed? & There is a pen-
sion law i existence, [ understand, in refereancete
executors and administralors receiving pensiom
papers and pulting them lo force, and we are nob
fully cognizant of its import, for the collection and
seitiement in & testalor's estate. In what papers
have (hay execlusive jurisdietion granted the
pension lawa? Can they toueh vouchers, cheok
ete.; in short, how does the law read, and when d
it become such? dnswer, |, The widow s entl
tothe acoroed pension, and (he check in paymend
of such pension us may be dus him will jasne te
her in her name. 2 She shonld meke appliestion
for pension immediately altar hor husband's desth,
3. You no doubt refer tothe not of March 1, 1508,
which provides that in ense of Lhe death of an in-
vaild pensioner after check in punyment of his pen<
sion due has been maiied to him, the eheok shall
be paid to the widow, and in oase there is no
widuw to the surviving minor ohildren or guardian
thereal; and in onse of a widow to her minor chil-
dren. The act also provides that where an invalid
pennioner dies before payment 1o him of his pen-
gion, and in case he left no widow or minoer chile
dren surviving him. the ameunt due to the date of
the pansioner’s desth may, in the discretion of e
.:'(4'rt-'llr_'; of the Iiderior, he putd Lo the .n‘al repro-
sentutives of the te e smerl pensloner

W. B B Joelsonport Wis—1. What is the rea-
=on that all oid elaims« for inerense are dropped and
nol tuken up in their proper turn? 2 How is s
that there are no more ceriitleates issned now than
there were under Commiwioner Hinek ench weelk ?
3. A pensioner applied for increwse in 1859, and was
ordersd to be examined by a private doctor, and to
gel two neighbors te testify to hisdisability. About
nine monlhs after, then agnin the same exnminn-
tion two years aflter the frst examination, Then
on Jan. I8 1882 he was ordered before the U. 8,
Bosrd of SBurgeons. He has not heard from his
claim since. How much longer do you think he
will have to wait beflore he hears from (L7 _duswer,
1. They are not being “ dropped.” but are awaiting
their turn for action. 2. There have bheen and are
now being ismued more than four times, daily,
weekly, and monthly, more vertificates under Com-
missioner Raum than were lssuad under Commis-
sioner Binck. Under the latter the number of cer-
tificatea averaged about 31,000 anvaaily: aoder
Raum they bave averaged nearly 129,000 annusaliy,
3. We cannot swy when tha claim will be tuken ap
for action. He shonid eall it up in Lhe Pension Bu-
rean and ask s condition,

L. C, 8t. Louis, Mo.—8ome pension aitorneys are
clarming that there is §100 due old soldiers (bounty)
who eunlisted in 1864 Isits0? dnswer. It is not
s0. There may be an individoal cuse whers &
bounty is doe, but to determine that question all
the facts regarding dates of enlistment and dis
charge, period of enlistment, cause of discbarge,
amount of bounty received, and when paid, ete.,
should be given. There has been no new bounty
law passed.

W. G. B., Philadelphin—]. Can s pensioner from
this eountry drawing pension ln Europe make ap-
plication for increass while there? 2 Are there
any Examiving Surgeons there? Answer. 1L Yes
2. The Pension Burean would have him examined
by some foreign physician or surgeon who would
bo seiscted by the U. 8. Consul resident in the pen-
gioner's locality.

A.H A, Poom Yan, N Y—If & man owns and
has the entire income of 20 acrea of land, is he sen-
titled to a parent's dependent pension? Answer,
That depends upon the value of the land and the
ineome therefrom.

J. G. C, New Haven, Conn.—What redress has a
soldier who enlisted Aug 8, 1852 for three years
and was discharged March 3, 15843, on " Surgeon’s
certificate of disability.” and his record in the War
Department is discharged for rheumatism eon-
tracied prior Lo enlistment, and upon application
to War Department petitious for change of record,
filing the statement of two neighbors who knew
him for six and 11 years prior to enlistment thas
he naver wassick or troubled with rheumatism
till he contracted it while in the serviee, and the
War Department refuses to change his record?
Answer, Nowe, The War Departmegt eannod
cinuge & record made al & timme when the svenis
occurred FOours ago, no matier whnt ten:imcn-y is
now filed.

F. G.. Eddyville. Iowa. —When a soldier’s inereass
cluim is rejeeied on the ground that the rate of
pension wis fully commensuraie with the then ex-
wting degree of disability frota pensioned cnuse as
shown by the evidence on flie, and the soidier asks
for a new hearing on the case, and furnisbes the
doetor's affiduvita who have earefully made an ax-
amination of him, which posilively shows that he
is only drawing one-half what he ia entilled to
under the ilaw, what will the Pension Depariment
do with the case? Answer. Probably order him
for another examination beflore Board of Surgeons
in order to determine whether the medical testi-
mony submitted is in necordance with the fucts,

0. W. C., Lanesbore. Pa.—Will you please tell me
if pension muney deposited in bank is subject lo
taxation? _Answer. It is jusi the same as any cther
money.,

T. J.. Benton, Ill.—What class of soldiers’
widows are not entitied to pension? A soldier died
in this County a short tiroe ago, and it is said shas
his widow is not entitied to pension, on account of
the date of marriage. How is this? dnswer. The
only provision in the pension laws whereby a
widow of a scldier is debarred from pension is
where she married the soldier afier June 27, 1890,
and ahe applies for pension under the act of said
date. Under the old law ahe is votl debarred from
penslon by reason of ber marringe st any date.

R. M 8, Reed Ind.—1. A soldier applies for pen-
ston under old law and before completing his
cinse changes and applies under the law of June 2T,
1890, under which his pensién is allowed. Canbe
go ou sud compiele his case under (he ald law and
get liia buck pay from the tiowe he first applied up
to the time be applied under the new law by fur-
nishing the evidence to thesatiafaction of the Com-
missionerof Pensions, or does his application under
the new law stap tie old case? 2. If asocidier has
completed his case under the old law and his pene
sion is allowed, but he does not get what he thinks
he is entitled to under Lhe act of June 27, 1999, and
applies under it and it is aliowed, now shouid his
pensionable disabilities so increase that under the
old law he would be entitled to more than $12, can
he again change back to the oid law and be in-
creased to what he shows himse!fl entitied to, or
does the first change from the oid to the new for-
ever estop him? dnswer. 1. He can go on
complete bis case under the oid law and reeceive
the pension found due thereunder just the same a8
if he had not applied for pension under the new
law. There is nothing in either law which con-
flicts or lnterferes with one or the other. 2 Heean
go back to the old law and be increased there
under.

I H L., Bueck Creek, 1l.—1. Where a soldler is
drawing s pension and applies for an increase on
old dissbility, and the Examining Board’s repord
is not favorable for an increase, will his claim
simply be rejecied, withoutanother examination?
2. If the Board reports bhim & stout, healthy man,
will he be dropped from the roils. or what wouald
be the result of such & report? dnswer. L Yes,
usuaily., 2. He would probably be dropped from
the rolls if the Peasion Bureau ssatisfied that such
repori s correct.

N. J. N., Honda, Colombia, South America.—1, Has
there been uny change in the rate for loss of one eye,
or the sight of same, within the past three years;
and if so, what? 2. In cnse of any increase in the
rating, how shouid & pensioner proceed in ordar to
ohtain the addiiien? 3. In case a pensioner drawe
ing under the old law shonld apply under the aob
of June 27, 1390, for oss of sight of right eve, whab
wouid be the probable allowsnee under that law
for the dissbility mentioned ? 4. What is the present
rale under the old inw for lo=s of sight of one eye?
5. Which in your epinion would be best fur & pen-
sioner with above-mentioned disability: rewasin
under tire old lnw, or apply under the aet of June
27. 15907 Answer. 1. Under an oilice ruling made
Dee. 4. 1891, the rate was changed (ro n §8 per month
for loss of sight of one eye 10 §12 per month. For
loss of an eye the rate temains the same as before,
viz., 817 per month. 2 Apply to the Commissioner.
of Pensions. 3 8§12 per mouth. 4. $12 per month,
the same as under the new law, B, Either law will
give him the same, but it is preferable for him
to apply under the old law if heis pensioned there-
under for the disability meniloned, beeanss the in-
creased rate will date back to Dee. 4, 1891, and he
woild be in line for further incrense in case his
disability increased.

FPeople Who Make a Noise

Are the abhorrence of the nervous. But why be
nervous when Hostetter’'s Stomnch Bitters will
rescus from that wretehed condition? Is invigor-
ates the nervous system  through the medium of
ranewed digestion and assimilation. Moreover, ¥
is & sterling remedy for liver complaint, constipa=
tion, rheumatism, snd an impoverished _condition
of the bloed.
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An 01d Chestnut.

Eprror NatTiosAL Tripuxe: If & hole be
dug through the earth and a ball dropped im
it, will the ball stop st the center of the earth?
—Ep~a P. Newxsay, Judsenia, Ark.

[When the ball was first dropped into the
hole, the momeutum it wonid aeguire in fall-
ing would earry it far past the center of the
enrth. It would then fall back a considerable
distance, and after a number of similar oscilla=
tions, each shorter thau the other, weuld
finally come to rest exactly in the center, The
attraction of gravitation is in direct ratio t®
he earth’s muss, and consequently it is grea-
est at the point nearest to where the mass is
greatest—that is, the center.—EDITOR NaA-
TIoNAL TRiBUNE. |
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B. & 0. Christmas Holiday Rates.
Tickets good between all statioas of the Bale
timore & Ohio Railroad Company east of the
Ohio River will be on sale ut ticket offices of
that Company [rom December 24th to 26th, in-
elu-ive, and from December Jlst to Janusry

| 2. inglosive, geod to return antil January 3d,

elnsive.,  For more detatled information ap-

ply to ncarsst B. & O. Ticket Agent.




